Garcetti references/quotes to "charters" in his press conference: 


• "But we have been told by the union that the strike, we'll continue tomorrow. Uh, so we 
do expect to see, um, I think there's going to be assembling that's going to happen in 
Hollywood. There will be, I believe it's public out there, I believe, a march over to 
the charter schools association. So, we will make sure that we plan ahead of time officers 
to protect people's first amendment rights and to ensure everybody's safety." 

• "And for our youngest children, I also think that the state can be helpful in a larger 
conversation that I've heard both from charter schools and from a teacher's unions about 
slowing down, opening new schools, whether they're charters or not, charters at a time 
when resources need to be directed towards existing schools that we have. And I know 
that's going to be an important part of closing these negotiations. My staff is in the state 
and local level. I had my last conversation today day close to midnight last night, uh, with 
folks both from the Union and school board members, the superintendent, other 
members of the district with other public officials and stakeholders. It was my first call 
this morning. So, we do have, I think, very little room that separates us, but we have to 
get back to the table." 

• "Yeah, I'm not. Yeah, and it's a good question. I'm not just being an eternal optimist, which 
as many of you know I am. This comes from just watching the movement. The union took 
things off the table last week. The district moved in and when we look at rhetoric aside, 
when we look at what that distance is and have private conversations, I truly do believe 
not a lot that separates us materially. We have some policy issues to confront on things 
like charters on things like how is LAUSD going to be reorganized under the new 
superintendent and what role will teachers play in that reorganization, but I really do 
know when I have separate conversations and not going to betray that confidence of any 
of those conversations, but with the key leaders on both sides, they're not talking very far 
away from each other and that gives me the confidence that we can get this done." 

• "When we look at the numbers ourselves. We, I've actually asked our city's budget team 
to be looking at this for the last month or so. Um, I do believe that this will require maybe 
not a leap of faith, but at least a half of faith and I think the district is willing to do that. 
We have to put programs in today that approve our schools also not knowing three or 
four years down the line whether for sure every dollar will be there. I think we need 
schools that work. The more that people leave public schools who have that discussion, 
that means less if I'm there. The more that we lose attendance to charters, whether 
competition, competition, that means less for the schools that exist, but we also have a 
governor who's willing to take those risks with us." 

• "Well, I'm suggesting as well now I'm an. I'm an active participant. I'm not just a passive 
one, but I do take a very responsible in my role of having faith and trust from both sides. 
No, I know because negotiations shouldn't be done publicly, but what I've said is I think 
here's the five areas that I've been focused on. One is fair wages and I don't think that 


there's much daylight between the union and the district in terms of the race for the 
teachers to is class size and we've seen movement on that. I too believe the class sizes. I 
think all of us believe class sizes should be smaller. So how far can we stretch on that? 
Three, the support staff that we have, we can have a nurse one day a week a and count 
that as healthcare when we know that mental, physical, dental, health challenges keep 
our children from studying and progressing and graduating, urn, for, I think that we have 
to be able to make sure that we do address the issue, not just of charter schools, but 
ofcharter and existing district schools." 

"Uh, no, I, I don't believe that there's a privatization. You know, I don't think that a school 
could be privatized, but I think there are legitimate concerns about when we take 
resources away from the existing schools that we have by definition a, if kids are in other 
publicly funded schools and the district still has to have the same support staff and the 
same campuses. That means those schools get starved. That means those schools have 
less, so I think it's a legitimate issue. I wouldn't articulate it that way, but I think that 
requires all of us to come together and say what are the best schools and let's focus on 
them and let's pour money into the ones that exist today rather than going further. I even 
have heard from charter school leaders. There's enough charter schools in California 
right now. We're seeing too many of them open up. So, when you're getting that 
from charter school advocates too, it is not just the old. Yeah. I think many of you know, 
retired pro or anti teacher union are you pro or anti charters and that was the only 
discussion of schools and school philosophy. To me, we actually agree on what makes 
good schools. Now it's the nitty gritty of getting people to buy into a vision and spend on 
that vision now so that people come home." 


